
Final 2/1/18 

 

PENDING 
Monday February 19 All Day Presidents Day Town Offices Closed 

Tuesday February 20 7PM Select Board Meeting Town House 

Monday February 26 7PM Finance Committee Public Hearing Harvey Wheeler Community Center 

Tuesday February 27 7PM Finance Committee Public Hearing Harvey Wheeler Community Center 

Monday March 5 7PM Select Board Public Hearing Harvey Wheeler Community Center 

Tuesday March 6 7PM Planning Board Public Hearing Harvey Wheeler Community Center 

Monday March 12 7PM Finance Committee Public Hearing Harvey Wheeler Community Center 

Monday March 12 7PM Select Board Meeting Town House 

Monday March 26  7PM Select Board Meeting Town House 

Friday March 30 All Day Passover No evening meetings 

Sunday April 1 All Day Easter  

April 9, 10, 11, 12 6:30PM Select Board Meeting CCHS 

April 9, 10, 11, 12 7PM Annual Town Meeting CCHS 

Monday April 23 7PM Select Board Meeting Town House 

Monday May 7 7PM Select Board Meeting Town House 

 

TOWN OF CONCORD 
SELECT BOARD 

AGENDA 
February 5, 2018 

7PM – Select Board Meeting Room – Town House 

1.  Call to Order 

2.  Consent Agenda: 
 Town Accountant’s Warrants 

3.  Town Manager’s Report 

4.  7:05 Public Hearing – Dog Hearing, 15 Chase Street, Dangerous dog “Blue” 

5.  Continue Discussion of Punkatasset Parking Situation – Rich Reine & Delia Kaye 

6.  Concord Chamber of Commerce Update – Jane Obaggy  

7.  HeatSmart Program Update – Comprehensive Sustainable Energy Committee  

8.  Review & Approve Agreement with Carlisle Water Customers to Settle Litigation  

9.  Review PCCC Policy for Motorized Vehicles at Patriots Day Parade  

10.  Consider Time Extension for Dog Park Feasibility Study Committee Charge 

11.  Consider Time Extension for Affordable Housing Funding Committee Charge 

12.  Discuss Draft Charge for Cable Television Advisory Committee 

13.  Review Draft Charge for Cultural District Advisory Committee 

14.  MSBA Statement of Interest Concord Middle School – John Flaherty, Dep. Sup. of Finance & Operations 

15.  Public Comments 

16.  Committee Liaison Reports 

17.  Miscellaneous/Correspondence 

18.  Committee Nominations: Paul Ware of 525 Lexington Road to the Historic Districts Commission as an 
associate member for an unexpired term to expire January 1, 2020 

19.  Committee Appointments: Susanne Jarnryd of 61 Hubbard Street to the Dog Park Feasibility Study 
Committee to fill an unexpired term to expire May 31, 2018 

20.  Adjourn to Executive Session for the purpose of discussing Land Acquisition 

































































TOWN OF CONCORD 

MASSACHUSETTS 

DOG BYLAW 
 

Section 1. No owner of a dog shall permit such dog to be outside the confines of the 
property of the owner unless the dog is held firmly on a leash or is under the control of its 
owner. 

Section 2.   No owner of a dog shall permit such dog: 

a. to disturb the peace or quiet of any neighborhood or endanger the safety of any person, 
by biting, barking, howling, or in any other manner; 

b. to run at large or unmuzzled in violation of an order of the Selectmen or the Dog 
Officer; 

c. to worry, kill, maim or otherwise injure another’s fowl, livestock or domesticated animal; 

d. to chase a vehicle on any way open to the public travel; 

e. to be unlicensed or untagged in violation of state law; 

f. to be in a school or municipal building; 

g. to run at large unless said dog shall have been vaccinated against rabies during the 
preceding thirty-six months; or 

h. to be on a Town playground or on School property unless the dog is held firmly on a 
leash or is under the control of its owner. 

i. to be within the boundaries of Town cemetery property unless the dog is held firmly on 
a leash at all times.  Furthermore, it shall be the duty of each person who owns, 
possesses or controls a dog to remove and dispose of any feces left by his or her dog on 
any Town cemetery property. 

Section 3. The Dog Officer may impound any dog found to be involved in a violation of 
Section 2 hereof, and on doing so shall immediately notify the owner, if ascertainable from 
some device on the dog, of such impoundment and of the owner’s right to redeem the dog 
on reimbursing the Dog Officer for maintenance and on licensing the dog if it then be 
unlicensed.  Any dog so impounded and unredeemed after ten days may be disposed of as 
provided in Chapter 140, §151A of the M.G.L. 

The Dog Officer may restrain or muzzle, or issue an interim order to restrain or muzzle, for 
a period not to exceed fourteen days, any dog which is in violation of Section 2 hereof. 

Upon restraining or muzzling or issuing an interim order to restrain or muzzle, the Dog 
officer shall submit in writing to the Selectmen a report of the action and the reasons 
therefor. 

Upon receipt of such report, the Selectmen may take such action as may be deemed 
necessary.  If the Selectmen fail to act on the report during the period in which the dog is 



restrained or muzzled, upon expiration of the period, the interim order shall be automatically 
vacated. 

The owner of any dog which has been ordered to be restrained or muzzled under the 
provisions of this section may request the Selectmen in writing to vacate such order. 

Section 4. The owner of a dog who violates any section of this bylaw shall be subject to 
a fine for each offense as specified in Appendix A of the Regulations for the Enforcement 
of Town Bylaws under M.G.L. Chapter 40, §21D and the Bylaw for Non-Criminal 
Disposition of Violations adopted under Article 47 of the 1984 Town Meeting, as amended.  
The Dog Officer may issue a separate and additional fine each day for a continuing or 
recurring violation. 

Section 5. As used herein the word “owner” includes the owner of the dog, a person 
who has the care and custody of a dog, and the agent of the owner. 

 
Article 9, Special Town Meeting, June 1971 

Article 10, Special Town Meeting, October 1975  (Amended 1971 bylaw) 
Article 40, Annual Town Meeting, April 1980  (This repealed the 1971 bylaw) 

Article 44, Annual Town Meeting, April/May 1998  (Amended 1980 bylaw) 
Article 52, Annual Town Meeting, April/May 1999 (Amended 1980 bylaw) 

Article 64, Annual Town Meeting, April 2006 (Amended Section 4) 
Article 42, Annual Town Meeting, April 2007 (Amended Section 4) 

 



Section 157: Nuisance or dangerous dogs; orders for remedial action; 
appeal; violation of order 
Section 157. (a) Any person may file a complaint in writing to the hearing authority that a dog 
owned or kept in the city or town is a nuisance dog or a dangerous dog; provided, however, 
that no dog shall be deemed dangerous: (i) solely based upon growling or barking or solely 
growling and barking; (ii) based upon the breed of the dog; or (iii) if the dog was reacting to 
another animal or to a person and the dog's reaction was not grossly disproportionate to any 
of the following circumstances: 

(1) the dog was protecting or defending itself, its offspring, another domestic animal or a 
person from attack or assault; 

(2) the person who was attacked or threatened by the dog was committing a crime upon the 
person or property of the owner or keeper of the dog; 

(3) the person attacked or threatened by the dog was engaged in teasing, tormenting, 
battering, assaulting, injuring or otherwise provoking the dog; or 

(4) at the time of the attack or threat, the person or animal that was attacked or threatened 
by the dog had breached an enclosure or structure in which the dog was kept apart from the 
public and such person or animal was not authorized by the owner of the premises to be 
within such enclosure including, but not limited to, a gated, fenced-in area if the gate was 
closed, whether locked or unlocked; provided, however, that if a person is under the age of 
7, it shall be a rebuttable presumption that such person was not committing a crime, 
provoking the dog or trespassing. 

The hearing authority shall investigate or cause the investigation of the complaint, including 
an examination under oath of the complainant at a public hearing in the municipality to 
determine whether the dog is a nuisance dog or a dangerous dog. Based on credible 
evidence and testimony presented at the public hearing, the hearing authority shall: (i) if the 
dog is complained of as a nuisance dog, either dismiss the complaint or deem the dog a 
nuisance dog; or (ii) if the dog is complained of as a dangerous dog: (A) dismiss the 
complaint; (B) deem the dog a nuisance dog; or (C) deem the dog a dangerous dog. 

(b) If the hearing authority deems a dog a nuisance dog, the hearing authority may further 
order that the owner or keeper of the dog take remedial action to ameliorate the cause of the 
nuisance behavior. 

(c) If the hearing authority deems a dog a dangerous dog, the hearing authority shall order 1 
or more of the following: 

(i) that the dog be humanely restrained; provided, however, that no order shall provide that a 
dog deemed dangerous be chained, tethered or otherwise tied to an inanimate object 
including, but not limited to, a tree, post or building; 

(ii) that the dog be confined to the premises of the keeper of the dog; provided, however, that 
''confined'' shall mean securely confined indoors or confined outdoors in a securely enclosed 
and locked pen or dog run area upon the premises of the owner or keeper; provided further, 
that such pen or dog run shall have a secure roof and, if such enclosure has no floor secured 
to the sides thereof, the sides shall be embedded into the ground for not less than 2 feet; and 
provided further, that within the confines of such pen or dog run, a dog house or proper 
shelter from the elements shall be provided to protect the dog; 



(iii) that when removed from the premises of the owner or the premises of the person 
keeping the dog, the dog shall be securely and humanely muzzled and restrained with a 
chain or other tethering device having a minimum tensile strength of 300 pounds and not 
exceeding 3 feet in length; 

(iv) that the owner or keeper of the dog provide proof of insurance in an amount not less than 
$100,000 insuring the owner or keeper against any claim, loss, damage or injury to persons, 
domestic animals or property resulting from the acts, whether intentional or unintentional, of 
the dog or proof that reasonable efforts were made to obtain such insurance if a policy has 
not been issued; provided, however, that if a policy of insurance has been issued, the owner 
or keeper shall produce such policy upon request of the hearing authority or a justice of the 
district court; and provided further, that if a policy has not been issued the owner or keeper 
shall produce proof of efforts to obtain such insurance; 

(v) that the owner or keeper of the dog provide to the licensing authority or animal control 
officer or other entity identified in the order, information by which a dog may be identified, 
throughout its lifetime including, but not limited to, photographs, videos, veterinary 
examination, tattooing or microchip implantations or a combination of any such methods of 
identification; 

(vi) that unless an owner or keeper of the dog provides evidence that a veterinarian is of the 
opinion the dog is unfit for alterations because of a medical condition, the owner or keeper of 
the dog shall cause the dog to be altered so that the dog shall not be reproductively intact; or 

(vii) that the dog be humanely euthanized. 

No order shall be issued directing that a dog deemed dangerous shall be removed from the 
town or city in which the owner of the dog resides. No city or town shall regulate dogs in a 
manner that is specific to breed. 

(d) Within 10 days after an order issued under subsections (a) to (c), inclusive, the owner or 
keeper of a dog may bring a petition in the district court within the judicial district in which the 
order relative to the dog was issued or where the dog is owned or kept, addressed to the 
justice of the court, praying that the order be reviewed by the court or a magistrate of the 
court. After notice to all parties, the magistrate shall, under section 62C of chapter 221, 
review the order of the hearing authority, hear the witnesses and affirm the order unless it 
shall appear that it was made without proper cause or in bad faith, in which case the order 
shall be reversed. A party shall have the right to request a de novo hearing on the complaint 
before a justice of the court. 

(e)(1) Pending an appeal by an owner or keeper under subsection (d), a hearing authority 
may file a petition in the district court to request an order of impoundment at a facility the 
municipality uses to shelter animals for a dog complained of as being a dangerous dog. A 
municipality shall not incur liability for failure to request impoundment of a dog under this 
subsection. 

(2) A justice of a district court, upon probable cause to believe that a dog is a dangerous dog 
or that a dog is being kept in violation of this section or in violation of an order issued under 
this section by a hearing authority or a court, may issue an order: (i) of restraint; (ii) of 
confinement of the dog as considered necessary for the safety of other animals and the 
public; provided, however, that if an order of confinement is issued, the person to whom the 
order is issued shall confine the dog in accordance with clause (ii) of subsection (c); or (iii) of 
impoundment in a humane place of detention that the municipality uses to shelter animals; or 
(iv) any other action as the court deems necessary to protect other animals and the public 
from the dog. 



(f) A justice of the district court shall hear, de novo, an appeal filed under subsection (d). 
Based upon credible evidence and testimony presented at trial, the court shall, whether the 
dog was initially complained of as a nuisance dog or as a dangerous dog: (i) dismiss the 
complaint; (ii) deem the dog a nuisance dog; or (iii) deem the dog a dangerous dog. The 
decision of the court shall be final and conclusive upon the parties. 

(g) If a court affirms an order of euthanasia, the owner or keeper of the dog shall reimburse 
the city or town for all reasonable costs incurred for the housing and care of such dog during 
its impoundment and throughout the appeals process, if any. Unpaid costs shall be 
recovered by the municipality in which the owner or keeper of the dog resides on behalf of 
the hearing authority by any of the following methods: (i) a lien on any property owned by the 
owner or keeper of the dog; (ii) an additional, earmarked charge to appear on the vehicle 
excise of the owner or keeper of the dog; or (iii) a direct bill sent to the owner or keeper of 
the dog. 

All funds recovered by a municipality under this subsection shall be transferred to the 
organization or entity charged with the responsibility of handling dog complaints and 
impoundment. If the organization or entity falls under the management or direction of the 
municipality, costs recovered shall be distributed at the discretion of the municipality. 

If the court overturns an order of euthanasia, the city or town shall pay all reasonable costs 
incurred for the housing and care of the dog during any period of impoundment. 

(h) If an owner or keeper of a dog is found in violation of an order issued under this section, 
the dog shall be subject to seizure and impoundment by a law enforcement or animal control 
officer. If the keeper of the dog is in violation, all reasonable effort shall be made by the 
seizing authority to notify the owner of the dog of such seizure. Upon receipt of such notice, 
the owner may file a petition with the hearing authority, within 7 days, for the return of the 
dog to the owner. The owner or keeper shall be ordered to immediately surrender to the 
licensing authority the license and tags in the person's possession, if any, and the owner or 
keeper shall be prohibited from licensing a dog within the commonwealth for 5 years. A 
hearing authority that determines that a dog is dangerous or a nuisance or that a dog owner 
or keeper has violated an order issued under this section shall report such violations to the 
issuing licensing authority within 30 days. 

(i) Orders issued by a hearing authority shall be valid throughout the commonwealth unless 
overturned under subsection (d) or (f). 

 















MEMO OF AGREEMENT 

BY AND BETWEEN 

THE TOWNS OF  

CONCORD, CARLISLE AND LINCOLN MASSACHUSETTS 

January 2018 

 
WHEREAS, the Towns of Concord, Carlisle and Lincoln (“Towns”) are municipal corporations within the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Towns, acting by and through their respective Executive Officials including: Concord 
Town Manager, Christopher Whelan; Carlisle’s Board of Selectmen and Lincoln’s Town Administrator, 
applied to the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center (“MassCEC”) for the opportunity to participate in 
MassCEC’s HeatSmart Massachusetts Program Pilot for a term of one (1) year beginning December 28, 
2017; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Towns were notified on November 15, 2017, that their joint application was granted and 
that the Towns were eligible to receive up to two (2) marketing grants each in the amount of three 
thousand dollars ($3,000) for the reimbursement of miscellaneous marketing expenses directly related 
to the promotion of clean heating and cooling technology systems within each of the communities and 
as approved by MassCEC; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Towns wish to outline their understandings and agreements regarding the management 
of MassCEC’s grant monies as they are received via each Towns’ participation in the Program; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, it is agreed that the Towns of Concord, Carlisle and Lincoln shall: 
 

 To the extent practical and/or applicable, each Municipality’s HeatSmart Coach,1 or their designee, 
 shall instruct any potential or actual subcontractors and vendors to divide all service, supply and 
 management involves equally between the three (3) participating Towns. 
 

 If a vendor is incapable or unwilling to submit separate Community invoices (eg: for small expenses, 
 etc.) the lead Coach for the Town requesting the service may instruct the vendor to invoice them 
 directly; that community shall be responsible for using the allocated grant monies to pay the 
 vendor(s) directly. 

 

 If it becomes necessary for a Coach or Volunteer to pay for a program expense personally, that Coach 
 must seek reimbursement from the Town in which they reside. Reimbursement requests must 

                                                           
1
 As of December 28, 2017, the identified HeatSmart Coaches are: Brad Hubbard-Nelson, Concord; John Snell, 

Lincoln; and Bob Zogg, Carlisle.   



 adhere to all applicable criteria and regulations as outlined by M.G.L. and each Town’s Financial 
 policies and procedures. 

 

 Each of the Town Coaches are expected to conduct business in a spirit of collaboration; decisions and 
 policies shall be enacted which ensure that expenses paid by, or through, the respective Towns 
 related to the Program do not exceed the total amount of marketing funds allocated by MassCEC. 
 

 If the MassCEC’s allocation of funds is less than originally anticipated, the Towns agree to collectively 
 revise their respective program budgets and/or to decrease services to ensure fiscally responsibility 
 and budget adherence.  

 

 To the extent practicable, each Coach shall coordinate joint purchasing2 efforts to ensure consistency 
 of spending between the three Communities.  
 

This MEMO OF AGREEMENT is entered into by and between the Towns of Concord, Carlisle and 

Lincoln and have been signed and duly authorized by: 

FOR, TOWN OF CONCORD 

_____________________________________________  _______________________ 

NAME PRINTED: ______________________________  DATE 

 

FOR, TOWN OF CARLISLE 

_____________________________________________  _______________________ 

NAME PRINTED: ______________________________  DATE 

 

FOR, TOWN OF LINCOLN 

_____________________________________________  ________________________ 

NAME PRINTED: ______________________________  DATE 

                                                           
2
 All expenses are to be paid through Marketing Funds allocated to the Communities via  MassCEC. By attempting to allocate 

expenses equally between the Towns, the Marketing Funds available for the Program are able to be maximized. MassCEC 

places equal limits on any Marketing Funds they make available to participating communities.  
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Town Of Concord 

Dog Park Feasibility Study Committee 

Committee Charge 
 
A. Purpose 

The purpose of the Dog Park Feasibility Study Committee is to explore the 
opportunity to create one or more dog parks in Concord where residents may 
exercise their dogs in a secure and friendly environment. 

 
B. Background 

The Town’s “2015 Open Space & Recreation Plan” states in a 2014 citizen survey, 
“the need for a formal dog park was raised as a community desire and requires 
further evaluation” (p.91). Part of evaluating the feasibility of creating a dog park is to 
identify one or more sites where a dog park could be located. The evaluation of 
public land for a possible future dog park is not intended to influence the discussion 
of whether it would be appropriate to require dogs to be on-leash in certain Town-
owned conservation parcels. That determination will be made by the Natural 
Resources Commission. 
 
A dog park is a fenced-in area with multiple gated points of entry that allows dogs to 
roam and play off-leash in a safe manner. Dog owners also are free to socialize 
while their dogs are playing. This helps new residents establish community 
connections and is an opportunity for neighbors to stay connected. An area 
designated for dogs to run off-leash avoids conflicts with other users of public lands 
such as at playgrounds or public parks. 
 

C. Membership and Term 
The Committee will be comprised of the following members appointed by the Select 
Board: 
 
Seven (7) citizens at-large from various sections of Concord with diverse 
backgrounds and at least 2 of which shall be dog owners. 
 
Members shall serve until May 30, 2018 unless the term is amended or extended by 
the Select Board. 

 
D. Duties and Responsibilities 

1. To consider whether there is interest in and a need for a dog park in Concord as 
a place designated and reserved for use specifically by dogs and dog owners. 
And if a need exists, to consider whether there is need for more than one dog 
park for the convenient access and use by all interested residents of the town. 

2. To determine key elements that would be desirable in a dog park, including 
parking, fencing waste removal, a water supply, and other amenities. 

3. To consider whether the need exists for a larger area of land designated for use 
by dogs and dog-owners that may not be fenced in, which would allow for long, 
off-leash walks in a wooded or natural area that won’t conflict with other users. 

amara
Highlight
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4. To review the list of town-owned land for possible use as a dog park and to 
consider whether there are privately owned parcels which the owners may be 
interested in allowing to be used for a dog park. 

5. To hold a public hearing at the outset of the study process to solicit comments 
from the community on the need for a dog park, as well as the desired elements 
and locations. 

6. To develop a draft report, including the Committee’s preliminary findings and 
recommendations to the Select Board concerning dog parks, and to hold a 
second public hearing at which the draft report is publicly discussed and public 
comments are solicited. 

7. To prepare a final report to the Select Board on or about March 1, 2018 on the 
Committee’s findings and recommendations upon reflecting on comments 
received at the public hearing or otherwise concerning the draft report. 

8. The Committee may request that this committee charge be amended to add 
additional duties, and the Select Board will give the request due consideration. 

 
E. Other Considerations 

The Committee will conduct business in compliance with all relevant State and local 
laws and regulations, including but not limited to, the Open Meeting Law, Public 
Records Law and Conflict of Interest Law. The Committee shall consult with the 
Town Manager concerning the allocation of town staff or financial resources toward 
this project. 



Adopted: July 10, 2017 

Town of Concord 
Affordable Housing Funding Committee 

Committee Charge 
 

A. Purpose 
Per amended Article 49 at the 2017 Town of Concord Annual Meeting, the Select Board 
was directed to:  
 
“appoint a committee to study the affordable housing goals of the Town and recommend 
appropriate measures to fund those goals.  The committee shall, generally, be charged 
with the responsibility of studying and determining cost-effective means by which the 
Town may fund the continuing expansion of its inventory of affordable housing. “ 
 
 The Committee shall provide recommendations to the Select Board in a timely manner 
in order to prepare Articles for 2018 Town Meeting. 

 
B. Background 
Per amended Article 49 at the 2017 Town of Concord Annual Meeting, the Select Board 
was directed to appoint a committee to study the affordable housing goals of the Town 
and recommend appropriate measures to fund those goals.  The Town of Concord 
currently has a Housing Production Plan which is submitted to the Select Board for 
approval and certification every 5 years. The Housing Production Plan set goals and 
recommended initiatives on how to achieve them. Even with the Town’s efforts to obtain 
funding from CPA funds and various State and Federal grants as well as contributions 
from private development projects, the goals of the Housing Plan have not been met.  
The Affordable Housing Funding Committee shall provide recommendations that 
provide the funding to effectively meet the Town’s Housing Production goals each year. 
 
C. Membership 
The Affordable Housing Funding Committee shall be comprised of seven members 
appointed by the Select Board, each for a term that will expire on May 1, 2018. The 
membership shall be as follows: 

• Two members of the Affordable Housing Community; 
• A member of the Planning Board; 
• A past member of the Finance Committee or other person highly familiar with 

Town finances; 
• A person familiar with Concord’s real estate environment such as an Architect, 

broker or builder 
• Two (2) members to be from the public at large 

 
D. Duties and Responsibilities 
To meet regularly and to elect a chair and clerk; 
 

amara
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To focus solely on funding options that will support the annual goals of the Town of 
Concord’s 2015 Housing Production Plan (approximately $2 million per 2017 Annual 
Town meeting discussions of Article 49) 
 
Gather information and research on various funding mechanisms that will support and 
sustain Concord’s community housing goals, including, but not limited to the following: 
CPA funds, the issuance of municipal debt, an annual appropriation from the General 
Fund and the use of fees or surcharge to building permit applications or property taxes. 
The Committee shall develop a report that provides recommendations to the Select 
Board so that an Article shall be included on the warrant of the 2018 Town meeting. 
 
E. Other Considerations 
The Affordable Housing Funding Committee is responsible for conducting its activities in 
a manner which is in compliance with all relevant State and local laws and regulations, 
including but not limited to Open Meeting Law, the Public Records Law and the Conflict 
of Interest Law. With the approval of the Town Manager, the Committee may consult 
with Town staff to discuss these matters. 
 
Attachments: 
2017 Annual Town Meeting – Certified Article 49 
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TOWN OF CONCORD 

Cable Television Advisory Committee 
 

Committee Charge 

 

A.  Background 

 
The Select Board has issued a License Agreement to Comcast of Massachusetts III, Inc. for the 

period from April 22, 2014 through April 21, 2024, which authorizes the company to provide non-

exclusive cable television and other telecommunication services to homes and businesses in the Town of 

Concord.  The agreement provides for the delivery of PEG Access (Public, Educational, and 

Governmental) Television services, defined in the agreement as “non-commercial programming 

developed by any Concord residents or organizations, schools, government entities and the use of 

facilities, equipment and/or channels of the Cable System in accordance with 47 U.S.C. 531 and this 

Renewal License”.  Pursuant to section 6 of the agreement, Comcast makes three channels available to 

the Town for PEG access programming and allocates 4.8% of the company’s gross annual revenue in 

Concord to support PEG access programming. 

In 2015, Town Meeting voted to accept MGL chapter 44, section 53F-3/4 authorizing the creation of 

the PEG Access & Cable Related Fund.  Revenue from Comcast is deposited into this fund and may be 

expended by the Town Manager only to support PEG access programming.   The Concord-Carlisle 

Regional High School has set aside space in the school for a cable studio to operate the community 

television service.   

B. Purpose 

The purpose of the Cable Television Advisory Committee is to monitor the effectiveness of 

Concord’s PEG Access services, and to help the Select Board ensure that the Minuteman Media Network 

conforms to the requirements of the Comcast franchise agreement while safeguarding the public’s 

interest in community television through policies promoting fairness, equal access, and non-

discrimination.  The committee is also intended to promote quality telecommunication services that 

reflect the interests and concerns of Concord residents. 

C.  Membership 

The members of the Cable Television Advisory Committee shall be appointed by the Select Board.  

The term of office shall be three years, and the initial appointments shall be of one, two and three years, 

so that terms of members shall be staggered.  The committee shall be comprised of up to seven members 

representing a diversity of residents interested in communications and community television.  The 

membership shall be as follows: 

One citizen with experience in communication media, particularly with experience in television  

or community television; 

Five citizens at-large with diverse backgrounds that have an interest in, or experience with, 

communications, media and  information services; 

One representative designated by the School Committee; 

One ex officio, non-voting member designated by the Carlisle Board of Selectmen; 
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D. Duties and Responsibilities 

 

1. To advise the Select Board and Town Manager on matters concerning PEG access television 

services, including comparing Concord’s services to those of other communities and to the 

state of the industry in general. 

2. To recommend broad policies on matters concerning PEG access television, including 

matters involving use of studio equipment, training of volunteers, access to studio space by 

citizens including student, and similar matters. 

3. To ensure that Minuteman Media Network conforms to all requirements of the Comcast 

franchise agreement, as well as all applicable federal, state and local laws and regulations 

concerning PEG access services. 

4. To solicit public feedback regarding the performance of Minuteman Media Network 

operations including their ability to deliver a variety of quality PEG access programming 

offerings.  

5. To Investigate and make recommendations where application in response to public feedback 

received regarding Minuteman Media Network programs and offerings. 

6. To assist Minuteman Media Network staff in creating, developing and promoting various and 

specialized courses which are necessary to enhance citizen and volunteer use and 

involvement in public access programming. 

7. To assist the Town Manager and Minuteman Media Network staff in creating a citizen 

complaint review process, and when complaints have not been resolved to the satisfaction of 

the complaining party, to meet with the complaining party and render a recommendation of 

how the problem may be resolved.  In the event that any Minuteman Media Network staff has 

not responded to the satisfaction of the CTAC, the committee may formally bring the matter 

to the attention of the Select Board for resolution.  The decision of the Select Board shall be 

final.  

8. To assist the Select Board at the time of renegotiation of the cable television franchise 

agreement, to maximize the benefits to the community of cable television and other services; 

to hear citizen complaints concerning Comcast’s compliance with the requirements of the 

franchise agreement as well as such Comcast services that are subject to local review under 

the law. 

9. CTAC may be requested to provide advice or guidance with respect to Minuteman Media 

Network’s operations and technological advancement initiatives, including expanded audio-

visual communications and web-based programming. 

10. To submit a comprehensive annual report regarding CTAC activities and Minuteman Media 

Network efforts for inclusion in the Town’s “Annual Town Report.” Such submission should 

include an overview of the Committee’s work during the prior year as well as an assessment 

of the community’s access to PEG-related services and offerings.  

11. To meet regularly, and annually, to elect a Chairperson and Committee Clerk. 

   

 

E.   Other Considerations 

 

The Cable Television Advisory Committee is responsible for conducting its activities in a manner which 

is in compliance with all relevant State and local laws and regulations, including but not limited to: Open 

Meeting Law, Public Records Law and Conflict of Interest Law.   

 
Attachments:   

a. Copy of Cable Television Renewal License Issued by Select Board to Comcast of Massachusetts III, Inc. 2014 

to 2024. 



REQUIRED FORM OF VOTE TO SUBMIT A STATEMENT OF INTEREST 
 
 
REQUIRED VOTES 
If a City or Town, a vote in the following form is required from both the City Council/Board of 
Aldermen OR the Board of Selectmen/equivalent governing body AND the School Committee.   
 
If a regional school district, a vote in the following form is required from the Regional School 
Committee only. 
 
FORM OF VOTE 
Please use the text below to prepare your City’s, Town’s or District’s required vote(s).  
 
 
Resolved:  Having convened in an open meeting on February 5, 2018 and January 23, 2018, 
prior to the closing date, the Select Board and the School Committee of Concord, in accordance 
with its charter, by-laws, and ordinances, has voted to authorize the Superintendent to submit to 
the Massachusetts School Building Authority the Statement of Interest Form dated February 23, 
2018 for the Concord Middle School located at 835 Old Marlboro Road and 1231 Old Marlboro 
Road which describes and explains the following deficiencies and the priority category(s) for 
which an application may be submitted to the Massachusetts School Building Authority in the 
future for priorities #2, #5, and #7, with deficiencies as follows: Priority #2. Elimination of 
severe overcrowding, this condition has been addressed by use of an elementary school being 
converted to use as the second middle school building in 1967, Priority #5. Replacement, 
renovation or modernization of school facility systems, such as roofs, windows, boilers, heating 
and ventilation systems, to increase energy conservation and decrease energy related costs in a 
school facility, the two buildings that serve as the Middle School have significant capital 
requirements with roofing, HVAC and other systems reaching obsolescence after nearly 50 
years, Priority #7 Replacement of or addition to obsolete buildings in order to provide for a full 
range of programs consistent with state and approved local requirements; having two buildings 
located a mile apart requires duplication of many services and increases staffing costs 
significantly; these funds could be used to improve the direct educational experiences of the 
Middle School students housed in the Peabody and Sanborn buildings, and hereby further 
specifically acknowledges that by submitting this Statement of Interest Form, the Massachusetts 
School Building Authority in no way guarantees the acceptance or the approval of an 
application, the awarding of a grant or any other funding commitment from the Massachusetts 
School Building Authority, or commits the City/Town/Regional School District to filing an 
application for funding with the Massachusetts School Building Authority.   
 
 
DOCUMENTATION OF VOTE 
Documentation of each vote must be submitted as follows:   
 
For the vote of the City Council/Board of Aldermen or Board of Selectmen/equivalent governing 
body, a copy of the text of the vote must be submitted with a certification of the City/Town Clerk 
that the vote was duly recorded and the date of the vote must be provided.   
 
For the vote of the School Committee, Minutes of the School Committee meeting at which the 
vote was taken must be submitted with the original signature of the Committee Chairperson. 
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