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OLD BURYING GROUNDS OF CONCORD, MASSACHUSETTS 

A Chronological Order of Events 

By Marian H. Wheeler 

In the old burying grounds of Concord, Massachusetts there lies a great deal of 
the history of our United States of America. When you realize that this town is famous 
for three separate centuries of our country' s history, you can appreciate all the more the 
significance of these old grave sites. 

In the early 1600' s ( 1635) Concord was the first inland town in America to be 
settled away from the tidal waters of the Atlantic Ocean. This made us a frontier "seed 
town" for the further expansion of the land to the north, west and south of Concord. In 
the 1700 's this was the scene of the first organized battle of the Revolutionary War that 
ultimately brought us to be a nation unto ourselves. And, in the 1800's Concord became 
the literary center of the nation- even being called "Little Athens" because of the 
orators, thinkers, philosophers, and writers of the Transcendental Period who gathered 
here around the master, Ralph Waldo Emerson, and lived, died and are buried in this 
town. 

After the first settlers of 1635 had accomplished the building of their Meeting 
House, they planned for an appropriate place around and near it to bury their dead, an 
age-old tradition of their British background to be near their "spiritual home". This is 
now the "Old Hill Burying Ground" on Lexington Road in the very center of town 
opposite the flag pole. It was quite an ideal spot for this purpose as it was not compatible 
for raising crops on such a steep slant, it was sandy gravel soil, easy for digging graves, 
and the spot in the spring time where the ice and snow melted first. This meant they 
could finally bury the souls who had died during the winter months when the ground was 
too frozen for digging. 

By 1697 a second place was being used on the other side of the Mill Brook, now 
called the "South Burying Ground" (or "Smedly' s" - or "Main Street Burying Ground"), 
adjacent now to Keyes Road. An old superstition may have contributed to this new 
location for it was believed by some at that time that a dead body should never be carried 
over a stream of running water for fear that the soul might escape and be washed away 
down stream and never make it to its heavenly home. Another theory for a second 
cemetery on the south side of the brook was that the Mill Dam, located where Main 
Street is today, was not wide enough across the top for a cart carrying a coffin to make it 
gracefully. Or, perhaps muddy conditions in the area of the brook could have been a 
problem. For whatever reason, there were now two burial places in the center of town; 
and for the most part, the majority of stones in the South Burying Ground are those of the 
people who lived to the south and west of the center, and those in the Old Hill are mostly 
families to the north and east of the town center. 

For the first forty years they did not mark the graves of their dead They were still 
testing their relationships with the native Indians, and had to be careful not to show signs 
of weakening or losing strength. Therefore, those early deaths were dealt with quickly 
and quietly, and only the families knew where their loved ones were buried, so there is no 
way of knowing how many people are buried here. But, after forty years there had been 
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no problem with their native neighbors, and the first marked grave was placed in 1677 for 
Joseph Meriam on the crest of the high ridge (in a straight line northeast from the flag 
pole today), in the Old Hill Burying Ground on Lexington Road. The "Liberty Pole" of 
1775 also s~~>Od on this hill, which the British promptly tore down when they arrived here 
on April 19 . 

In the South Burying Ground we find a stone marked 1673 for Nathaniel Billings 
which was probably the year he died, but the present stone has obviously been placed 
there more recently, no doubt by his descendents. It was customary in those days to place 
the first burial in the center of the space, and here it seems to have been for Thomas 
Hartshorn, age 14, 1697. There are now 231 marked graves, though we know there are 
more unidentified. There are many Revolutionary War veterans and the grave of Rev. 
John Whiting (the controversial minister of the Black Horse Tavern days). This quaint 
spot is a great place for browsing, taking note of the old inscriptions, the odd spelling of 
words and names, and the old stone-cutters' art work. The last grave here was for Sally 
Hosmer, who died in 1855. 

In the Old Hill there are 543 people accounted for on 481 marked graves, but 
many more unknown. There are 42 Revolutionary War veterans, and seven very crude 
small stones with hardly any markings on them at all, indicating a time before the stone­
cutters were available. Barely visible now are a flight of stone steps on the far eastern 
side of the outside wall which, no doubt, aided the carrying of a coffin up that steep esker 
for a burial at the top of the hill. 

By 1823, nearly 200 years later, both of these grounds were filled up, and it was 
necessary to expand to new land, so the town acquired a piece of land to the north on 
what was then Captain's Lane (now Court Lane) and established the "New Hill Bu.rying 
Ground" ( called North Burying Ground by some). At this time the New Hill was just an 
extension of the ridge path from the old hill. 

Anna Robbins was the first person to be buried here ( in the center of the lot) in 
1823. On the left hand southern comer of this land was the Dunbar lot where Henry 
Thoreau was originally buried in his maternal grandmother's lot, where other members of 
his family were already interred. Later on, his surviving sister, Sophia, was able to buy a 
family lot on Author's Ridge in Sleepy Hollow Cemetery and had all of her family buried 
together on that spot where we visit today. This was a common practice that initiated the 
"bone coffins", which were plain pine boxes, only four feet long, just to hold the bones 
being transferred to new locations. This also happened at the Ralph Waldo Emerson Lot 
where he had 22 of his family members brought together within the bounds •Of the chain 
fence around them. 

Ruth R. Wheeler has described old funerals quite vividly in her book "Concord -
Climate for Freedom", page 93. 

By this time the town owned a hearse (horse-drawn of course) and it was kept in 
the Hearse House, which was one of the horse sheds beside the First Parish Church. An 
old Town Report from the 1840 's era reports: "'The building for the hearse is in much 
better condition than the hearse contained in it which was too shabby for decency, and 
ought to be exchanged for a better one immediately." The town was responsible for 
keeping the hearse painted. It is believed that the one that carried the bodies of 
Concord's great citizens is still in the hands of the Dee Funeral Directors on Bedford 
Street, and it is shown from time to time on appropriate town occasions. The last person 



to ride in this old hearse was Gladys Hosmer in 1970 at her own request, to be delivered 
to her grave as Thoreau and Emerson had been to theirs. As a P.S. to my former 
statement about the condition of the Hearse House, another Town Report of 1849 states: 
"they saw fit to remove the unsightly Hearse House which had always stood in the 
Church yard with the other carriage sheds." Charlie Dee still has some snow runners for 
the hearse in his barn. When someone died in the town, the church bell of the First Parish 
was rung: once for a man, twice for a woman, thrice for a child, followed by the number 
of years the person had lived. 

In June, 1849, the citizens voted to establish an office of the Superintendent of 
Public Grounds who was to supervise the care of all burying grounds in town as well as 
the Battle Ground and the Common. John Shepherd Keyes was given this post, and in 
185 2 Henry Thoreau was hired by the town as a surveyor, and paid $10. 00 for his labor, 
to lay out a new street to pass by the cemetery. This was an extension of Captain's Lane 
and a short cut through to the old Bedford Road, and is what we now call Bedford Street. 
This had been a cart path but was always too wet and boggy in spring for wagons to pass 
through. 

In 1855 the town purchased 25 acres of farm land from Deacon Brown, a 
descendent of Reuben Brown of Revolutionary fame. For many years this area had been 
called "Sleepy Hollow" - "a quiet spot for picnicking or relaxing in a lovely glade, an 
easy retreat on a Sabbath Day or summer twilight" to quite Caroline Ticknor from her 
book "Classic Concord". Emerson loved to roam these hills. Margaret Fuller often came 
to contemplate or read, Nathaniel and Sophia Hawthorn enjoyed the tranquility while 
their children played nearby. In their imaginations they would dream of the castle they 
would build someday on the ridge above, which has now become our famed "Author's 
Ridge", and where their graves now lie. 

It was John Shepherd Keyes who instigated this land purchase, and was the 
overseer of the general plan for its use. The planners who were hired to accomplish the 
work were Horace Cleveland, an admirer of Emerson, and Morris Copeland, Esq., a 
famous landscape architect. Their firm was Copeland and Cleveland of Boston. The 
latter considered Sleepy Hollow to be his best work. They were careful to follow the 
natural forms of the land, keeping in harmony with nature and establishing this as a park 
for the town, as well as a Burying Ground. A natural amphitheater to the left of the Main 
Entrance was to be left forever untouched, perpetuated in its own natural state - perhaps 
Concord's first attempt at conservation land. The plans included a section for pauper 
burials, also another for unnamed babies. 

Sleepy Hollow was consecrated on September 29, 1855 at 2:00 PM, and has been 
called "The Westminster Abbey of America". The program consisted of an oration by 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, an original poem read by William Ellery Channing, and an ode 
composed by Franklin Sanborn, which was put to music and sung by a choir. The ladies 
did their part in raising money for the cause by putting on a Fourth of July Breakfast and 
turned over $125.00 to the Cemetery Committee. After the dedication a "Tree Bee" had 
been organized whereby 100 trees were planted by families wishing to honor someone 
near and dear to them. Other "Bees" were periodically scheduled for beautifying the 
cemeteries or the streets in town. Mrs. Maria Holbrook was the first person to be buried 
here (in the center of the space) in 1855. 
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In 1859 a full-time gardener, James Wood, was hired to be in charge of the 
grounds. He was paid $27.50 a month plus house rent and wood fuel, which he would 
cut from clearing the land. In 1862 a well was dug to provide him with water, and the 
following year George Clark gave a new pump for the well. The Committee urged better 
record keeping when it appeared that there had been some 600 people buried, but only 
430 recorded. One of the hazards all cemeteries of this era faced was the damage done 
by "roaming cattle", and mending fences was a constant job. 

In 1869 the town was able to purchase the area between New Hill and Sleepy 
Hollow. This land had been owned by the Middlesex Agricultural Society for many 
years, where they held the annual cattle shows and autumn fairs, but at this point there 
were new plans to relocate to larger quarters on the open land by the river beyond 
Belknap Street. There had been a track for horse racing which is still outlined by the oval 
pattern of Vesper Circle; and Charlie Dee Sr. will tell you that to this day, whenever there 
is a need to dig a grave in that area, they still :find a layer of cinders which was that old 
track. 

The purchase of this piece of land connected the two previously separated sites, 
now making one unit, and the title of'"Sleepy Hollow Cemetery" was given to the entire 
area. 

In more recent years more land has been added ( see map on page 6 3): 
1932 - the Gourgas piece on the north hill 
1954 - the Bent land of 37.8 acres 
1959 - the Borden land of 6 acres 
1960 - the Louis Cave "Asparagus Farm" field of 25 acres 
1975 - a gift from Miss Mary Chamberlain of 1.12 acres 
As of May, 1989, there were 119 acres of Cemetery land. 

The Chairman of the Cemetery Committee in 1864 was Mr. Louis Surette who 
started a permanent private fund for the support of Sleepy Hollow. $1,025.00 was 
donated by eight public-spirited men ( members of the "Social Circle" no doubt) to be 
used only if the department could not support itself by the purchase of cemetery lots, 
which were priced at $14.00 at that time. The following year this money was put into the 
hands of three trustees to oversee its use. The Concord Music Society and the ladies of 
the town kept on raising money at public affairs and Fourth of July events to purchase 
more shrubs and ornamental trees to improve the beauty of the grounds. 

When the old town jail, in which Henry Thoreau was incarcerated for his civil 
disobedience, was torn down (1875) the cemetery profited from the sale of the old stones 
which were sold for $1,000.00. They were used to shore up the banking of the New Hill 
Ground which is the stone wall facing Bedford Street. Careful examination of some of 
these stones reveals grooves and marks for the bars across the old jail windows. 

In 1879 Mr. George Tolman, who had grown up beside the Old Hill Burying 
Ground, realized that, even then, some of the inscriptions on the oldest grave stones were 
becoming illegible from exposure to the weathering elements, or disappearing for one 
reason or another, and conditions would worsen with time. Therefore, he went through a 
painstaking chore of recording every epitaph in the Old Hill and the South so that the 
information would not be lost. These record books are safeiy kept in our town library, 
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and as time leaves more damage in its wake, we should be forever grateful for Mr. 
Tolman's manuscripts. 

In 1886 a serious fire burned through the area, destroying some of the valuable 
trees, and in 1888 more fences were put up at the adjoining properties to keep the 
neighboring animals out of the cemetery. 

In 1891 a set of handsome iron gates were given to Sleepy Hollow by Mr. 
William M. Prichard., a native son, which gave new dignity to the hallowed grounds. 
Then in 1917, when the U.S. government was calling for scrap metal to be used in the 
war effort of W orid War I, the cemetery caretaker at that time turned them in for the 
worth of the metal materials. By 1975, when vandalism and a free "parking space" had 
become a real problem in this unprotected area, the town saw fit to install four new sets 
of gates at the four entrances, which has solved the problem for the cemetery caretakers 
very nicely. 

On September 27, 1998, "The Knoll at Sleepy Hollow Cemetery" was dedicated 
for public use. This was the old "Asparagus Fann" land which the committee of 1960 
had seen fit to buy for future expansion. The architect was Landscape Design Associates 
and the contractor was Littleton Environmental Services, Inc. One section of this 
property is given for Jewish family burials. 

In all, there are nine burial sites in Concord. Besides the three that have been 
covered here, there are six others. Further down Bedford Street is St. Bemard'-s cemetery 
which was opened in 1864 for the Cathoiic population by the archdiocese of Boston. At 
the Massachusetts Correctional Institution in West Concord there is a cemetery where the 
unclaimed bodies of prisoners have been buried. To date there have been 212 people 
interred there over the years since 1878 when the Institution was opened. Each grave is 
just a cement block buried flat to the ground with the lettering MSP (Massachusetts State 
Prison) and a chronological number for each man. The system has changed in recent 
years so there are hardly any burials now because families are kept in closer touch with 
their relatives in prison. 

The remaining four burial sites are the small pox family cemeteries of the 1700's: 
the Hosmer family plot behind 600 Main Street, the Chandler family plot on Barrett's 
Mill Road (left off Strawberry Hill Road by the entrance to the Rod & Gun Club), and the 
Potter lot on Fairhaven Road (south side of intersection with Route 2). There are 
probably ten people buried here from the "Pest House" epidemic of 1792. There was 
another Dudley family grave on Westford Road which I believe has now deteriorated to 
an unidentifiable condition. In these cases of death from small pox, the bodies were not 
allowed to be carried to the town burying grounds for fear of spreading the dreaded 
disease, and all clothing and bedding used by the victims had to be burned. 

The focal point of Sleepy Hollow Cemetery is the beautiful Melvin Memorial 
statue "Mourning Victory", a national treasure, and the art work of Daniel Chester 
French, also a Concord man. He became one of the country's most famous sculptors, 
having done the "Seated Lincoln" for the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, D.C.; and his 
very first work having been "The Minute Man Statue" at the Old North Bridge, which he 
did at the early age of 22 years. 

When President Lincoln called for volunteers to make up an army for the Civil 
War., among the 70 plus men who left from Concord were four brothers of the Melvin 
family. After the war was over, only one brother returned- James Melvin. Later on, 
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when his finances allowed, he commissioned his friend, Daniel French, to do a statue in 
memory of his lost brothers: 

Asa was killed in the Battle of Petersburg and buried in an unknown grave; 
John died in a military hospital - his body was packed in ice and sent home 
for burial in a family lot in Sleepy Hollow; 
Samuel died in Andersonville Prison and was buried in the "Common Pit". 
The #40 grave on the map of Sleepy Hollow designates the grave of James, the 

surviving brother, and also his brother John. 
"Mourning Victory" was dedicated on June 16, i909 and this year of i999 it is 

undergoing a restoration to level it from tipping, securing the foundation and refurbishing 
the beautiful pink Tennessee marble to its original condition. French chose his own 
burial place to be on the ridge above his statue (# 16 on the map) where he and his wife 
are buried under the stone he designed himself. 

Prior to Memorial Day each year approximately 1100 American flags are placed 
by the graves of all people who have served in any war or conflict in which our ~ountry 
has been involved Then in a fitting ceremony of townspeople on November 11 th, 

Armistice Day (or Veteran's Day) in Sleepy Hollow, the Concord Fire Department 
conducts a burning of these and any other worn out flags that need to be properly 
destroyed. 

The story of Sleepy Hollow Cemetery would not be complete without a few 
words about the Dee family and their contribution to this place and town. In 185 5, at the 
age of 26, Joseph Dee came to this country from Ireland and subsequently bought the Fay 
farm on Bedford Street. At that time a man named Willard Farrar, a cabinet-maker, 
coffin maker and sexton of the First Parish Church, had been appointed to be the first 
burial agent for the town. The price of his coffins was $6.00 and $8.00, and by 1868 he 
became the first funeral director, and Joseph Dee was the caretaker of the cemeteries, as 
well as the grave-digger. In 1893 the two men started the business of the Farrar and Dee 
undertakers. Willard Farrar died in 1910 and the business was carried on as the Joseph 
Dee Funeral Business. This was passed on to successive members of the family and 
today is conducted by Charles Dee, Jr. and his sister Susan Dee. In those by-gone days, 
the records were kept by the Burial Agent and are still in the possession of the Dee 
Funeral Home. But also during the 1930's, President Roosevelt's WPA program 
employed secretaries to copy these records for the general public to use. They now can 
be found in the cemetery office on Bedford Street at the first gate of Sleepy Hollow, 
under the care of Tish Hopkins, the crew leader there. This gray building in the far left 
hand comer of Sleepy Hollow had originally been built for the #2 School of the Concord 
District School system in the early 1800's. It is now used by the cemetery crew as their 
headquarters for the maintenance of the burying grounds. At one time this was used as a 
chapel, equipped with an organ where funeral services were conducted when Mr. Joseph 
Dee, Sr. was the undertaker. 

In 1936 a second funeral service was started by Rothwell MacRae, a native son of 
Concord. Beginning with a small office in the old Livery stable on Walden Street, he 
moved on, in 1937, to buying the house, now at 74 Belknap Street, which had been 
renovated from two small houses being brought together. 

By 1958 Rothwell, wishing to retire, sold his business to Edmund Tunnicliffe, Sr. , 
who carried on under the name MacRae-Tunnicliffe Funeral Service. Edmund's son, 
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"Ted" Jr., who was 12 years old when his parents came to Concord, is now the owner of 
the business, still at 74 Belknap Street in Concord, and still known as the MacRae­
Tunnicliffe Funeral Horne. 

Sleeuv Hollow has now been accepted for listing in the National Re~ster of 
... .., ... - -

Historic Places. 
Renee Garrelick says, in her book "Concord in the Days of Strawberries and 

Streetcars": "Visitors who come to see Concord often stop to wander among the old 
gravestones as if to feel the history that has come to rest here." Surely Concord is a 
unique spot in our country and we who live here can feel great pride in all that has gone 
on before we ever appeared. 
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THE LAST WORD ABOUT THE REV. PETER BULKELEY'S BURIAL PLACE 

All these years people have been pondering the question about where Rev. Peter 
Bulkeley and his son, Rev. Edward Bulkeley, were buried. It is reasonable to believe that 
they would have been interred in Concord, but no grave markers have ever been found 
for either of them, here or elsewhere. 

In the far right hand corner of the Old Hill Burying Ground is a very old brick 
vault which has no lettering nor marks of any kind to signify who is buried within, but it 
occupies a prime spot in the burying ground, and the supposition is that this might be the 
place for them. At one point in the 1960' s, when some repair work had to be done on this 
brickwork, I knew that Charlie Dee, Sr. and a few others had been privy to see the 
interior of this tomb. 

Last year a small group of devoted historians toyed with the idea of finding out 
for ourselves once and for all who is buried there. In our curiosity I wrote to Charlie Dee 
to ask what they had found then, and the feasibility of attempting to do something 
ourselves now. 

Here is his answer - and the matter rests. 

"The only reason we were allowed to enter the tomb at the time was because the entrance had 
become unsealed. Charlie Voigt and myself entered the tomb with flashlights and found the 
following: The tomb ceiling was lined with English brick, perfectly convexed and in very good 
condition. 

"There were three coffin-shaped coffins on the right as we entered. The 
weight of the two top coffins had crushed the bottom coffin. On the left, 
there were three other coffins and the weight of the two top coffins had also crushed the bottom 
one. Each coffin had a hole in the upper part with a piece of glass covering what is called the 
viewing hole. Of course, the glass was so dirty with dust we had trouble looking into the coffins, 
but what little we could see, there was a perfect skeleton in each one. At the rear of the tomb, 
there were two coffins. One on top of the other. The bottom coffin was large, indicating a large 
man. This coffin had a square viewing hole opening with a dusty piece of glass covering. This 
was in contrast to the oval openings in the others. When I told Ruth [Ruth Wheeler] this story, she 
felt this tomb might have been a town tomb used when a person died in the winter. The remains 
would have been placed there until Spring for earth burial. 

"I have always believed that early New England cemeteries were on hills because that was where 
the frost and snow would leave the ground first in the Spring and to make it easier to dig a grave. 

"Considering that the first Church stood where the stone house is today on 
Lexington Road, and that important people of the community were buried 
close to the Church, it is possible that the large coffin is that of the Rev. 
Peter Bulkeley. This was alluded to me by Ruth, but of course, no positive proof. 

"There is a perfect set of granite steps on the hillside in back of the stone house going up to an 
opening in the stone wall, near the tomb in question. I personally visualize pall bearers carrying 
coffins up these stairs and up the hill for interment in the tombs or for earth burials after a service 
in the Church. 

"I do not see any advantage of entering the tomb because there were no 
markings on the coffins and no way to identify the remains. 
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"Enclosed is a diagram of what we saw. 

V 
C) G) 

a 

Sincerely, 

Charles W. Dee 

February 3, 1998" 
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FOREWARD TO CE1\1ETERY MAPS 

In 1873 Mr. George Tolman, a native Concordian and a printer and proofreader, 
did his laborious work of recording all the inscriptions on all of the gravestones just as 
they were written in the old burying grounds in Concord at that time. His work included 
stones in the Old Hill and the South (Main Street) grounds. He gave a number to each 
stone: 

# 1 - 481 to graves in the Old Hill Burying Ground; 
#482 - 710 to graves in the South Burying Ground; 
#711, 712 and 713 to the small pox family lots. 

In 1977, Mr. Donald Pusch of Bedford, Mass. reviewed the same graves and 
made a transcript of his own about them, noting that some listed by Tolman were now 
missing, and that others had been added. 

Realizing that the actual stones were still hard to find in the graveyards, I have 
endeavored to chart the location of each stone, but only in the Old Hill. I find there is an 
existing map of the South (included here), and the private small pox family graves can be 
found by following the directions mentioned by Tolman and Pusch. 

I have followed the same numbering system used by Tolman and Pusch and 
divided the Old Hill ground into 20 sections, using one sheet of paper for a map of each 
section. I have added alphabet letters to designate some locations that they did not 
mention, for instance the names of people buried in the tombs. Since there were no 
epitaphs for these people, Mr. Tolman did not include them, but I felt it was necessary to 
show their locations on my chart. 

I have taken the liberty of correcting any errors on the original transcript that I 
could prove wrong ( in pencil so they may be erased if anyone sees fit to do so) and in 
five cases where Tolman had indexed women under their maiden names, I have listed 
them under their married names in my index, since they were buried with their husbands 
in each instance: example Mary Hartwell Brown. Her name appears on the stone as Mary 
Hartwell, wife of Roger Brown, and since they are buried together in the same tomb I 
have listed her as Mary Hartwell Brown (Tolman listed her under H for Hartwell). 

I have used four sizes of shapes to designate the proportionate size of each stone: 
# 1 - very small or broken off 
#2 - small to medium 
#3 - large 
#4 - very large or prominently important. 
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SOME INTERESTING GRAVES TO LOOK FOR IN THE 
OLD HILL BURYING GROUND 

1. Hugh Cargill: philanthropist, worked for the poor 
2. Edward Wright: early founder and fur trader 
3. Abigail Dudley: music in the Meeting House 
4 . Rev. Ezra Ripley: minister of the town for 62 years, the Old Manse 
5. Sally Wheeler: lived to be 99 years old 
6. Seven primitive stones with no markings 
7. Col. James Barrett: "at the bridge" on April 19, 1775 
8. Col. Nathan Barrett: Revolutionary hero 
9. Deacon Reuben Brown: saddler, Revolutionary War 
10. ?Rev. Peter Bulkeley: founder and 2nd minister of the town 
11. ?Rev. Edward Bulkeley: 3rd minister of the town 
12. Col. John Buttrick: gave the command to fire on the British, April 19, 1775 
13. John, son of CoL Buttrick: fifer for the Minute Men at the battle 
14. The Powder House: built in 1820's 
15. Rev. William Emerson: cenotaph, Revolutionary War minister 
16. Rev. Daniel Bliss: succeeded Rev. Emerson 
17. John Beaton: "honest John" store keeper 
18. Hartwell family: prominent in Revolutionary war history 
19. Timothy Minot: first school master 
20. Joseph Meriam: 1st person to have a marked grave 
21. Dr. John Cuming: cared for the wounded in battle on April 19, 1775 
22. Ebenezer Hubbard: gave money for the Minute Man statue 
23. John Jack: freed slave and Concord citizen 

To view these graves in the above order, start at the walk-in entrance on Monument 
Square, head to the left, go up the hill to the stone vault, then sweep to the right toward 
the downhill wall, go to the end of the land where it drops abruptly off, then climb the hill 
toward the Powder House, walk down the path toward the northern end of the ridge, and 
exit down the slope into St. Bernard's parking lot, which then can lead across the street 
for a tour of Sleepy Hollow Cemetery. 
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OLD SOUTH 

This land was a gift from two 
maiden ladies. In the 1700s the main 
street went around the back side, so 
most stones face west. 
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SOME INTERESTING GRAVES TO LOOK FOR IN 
THE SOUTH BURYING GROUND 

1. Ruth Wood: daughter of explorer, William Wood, first man to explore 
Musketaquid for an English settlement 

2. Thomas Wheeler: led a horse brigade to Brookfield, Mass, to fight the Quaboag 
Indians 

3. Lot Conant: 0M1ed the first fulling mill (later Darnondale Mill) 
4. Beaz Brown: early settler of the North Bridge area 
5. Rev. John Whiting: controversial minister of the "Black Horse Tavern" days 
6. Elnathan Jones, Jr.: prominent and successful trader and gentleman who built the 

handsome house on Main Street, 3rd west of cemetery 
7. Simeon Howard: from the first white family ofHaywards to live beyond the 

Assabet River (West Concord); an example of how spelling got to be confusing in 
those days 

8. Note 18 stones all in a row for the large Barrett family 
9. Capt. Charles Miles: led his ~oop of Minute Men from the "South Quarter" to 

join the patriots at the bridge 
10. The Prescott family: Note how many small children there are 
11. Thomas Hanshom: 1st marked grave in this cemetery 
12. Nathaniel Billings: probably 1st burial (not the original stone) 
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Numerical ListinR: of Tolman 's #-

to be found in the Old South (Main Street) Grounds 

( #1 - 481 apply to ~ Old Hill Burying Ground ) 

482 
483 
484 
485 
486 
487 
488 
489 
490 

91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 

500 
01 
02 
83 
04 
05 
06 
07 
08 
09 

510 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 

520 
21 
22 

24 
25 

lmth Wood 
Thomas Wheeler 
Thomas Wheeler, Ens. 
Sarah Wheeler 
Elijah Hosmer and Sarah 
Sally Hosmer 
Na than Hosmer 
Beulah Hosmer 
Stephen Hosmer 
Beulah Hosmer 
Elizabeth Binney 
Moses Binney 
John Hosmer and Mary 
Catherine Conant 
Andrew Conant 
Lydia Noyes 
Susannah Conant 
Andrew Conant 
Ruth Wright 
Mary Wright 
Samuel Wright 
Mary Wright 
James Wright (missing - Pusch) 
Jena than Wright 
Rebekah Wright 
James Hosmer 
Joseph Wright, Lieut. 
Asahel Smith 
Thankful Wright 
Hannah Brown 
Ephraim Brown, Capt. 
Elizabeth Conant 
Ruth Conant 
Jonathan Herrick 
Martha Conant 
Lot Conant 
Ruth Conant 
Loa.is Conant 
Silas Conant 
Mary Hartwell 
Elizabeth Hartwell 
Thomas Brown, Jr. 
Thomas Brown, Ens. 
Boaz Brown 
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526 
27 
28 
29 

530 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 

540 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 

:550 

:SI 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 

_560 
,_31 

62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 

Jean Procter 
Elizabeth Conant and Lucy 
Lucy Conant 
Ezra Conant 
Anna Wood and Rebeckah 
Anna Howard and John 
Sarah Abbott 
Eliza Abbott 
Martha Lee 
Ann Whiting 
John Whiting, Rev. 
Simon Dakin 
Joseph H. Whiting 
Cord Cordis 
Rebeckah Jones 
Benjamin Jones and Hannah 
Rebeckah Jones 
Elnathan Jones, Lieut. 
Katherine Jones 
Thomas Cordis, Capt. 
Elnathan Jones, Esq. 
Elizabeth Cordis 
Sarah Willson 
William Wilson, Capt. 
Sarah Wilson 
Samuel Willson 
Sarah Davis 
Jonas Lee, Esq. 
Nancy Abbott 
Harriot Lee 
Rebekah Lee 
Sally Munroe 
Elizabeth Lee 
Lucy Lee 
Joseph Lee, Dr. 
Lucy Lee 
Mary Lee 
John Lee 
Joseph Lee, Dr. 
Silas Lee 
Ruth Lee 
missing (Pusch) 
Jona than Lee 
Bathsheba Lee 



570 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 

580 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 

590 
!H 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 

600 
01 
02 
03 
04 
05 
06 
07 
08 
09 

610 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 

620 

22 
9-_.., 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 

Woodis Lee 
Elna than Da v is 
James· Davis 
Ann Davis 
Simon Davis 
John Davis , Dr . 
Lydia French 
Sera Wheler 
Joel Davis 
Sarah Davis and Thomas , Capt . 
Mary Smedley 
Mary Barrett 
Humpery Barret 
Elisabeth A. Barrett 
Mary Barrett 
Benjamin Barrett 
Rebecca Barrett 
Joseph Barrett , Capt . 
Benjamin Barrett 
Lois Barret 
John Barrett , Ens. 
Humphry Barrett, Lieut . 
Dorcas Barret 
Elisabeth Barrett 
Rebeckah Barrett 
Lucy Barrett 
Humphry Barrett 
Humphrey Barrett 
Rebeckah Barrett 
Sarah Wheeler 
Mary Wheeler 
Timothy Wheeler , Capt . 
Peter Wheeler 
William Wheeler 
Hannah H0lden and Josiah 
Grace Boldin 
Abigail Holdin 
Beulah Holdi n and Samue l 
Joseph Dakin , Deac . 
Joseph Hayward 
Josiah Hayward 
Simeon Howard 
Rebekah Temple 
Jonathan Whitney 
Asa Hayward 
Josiah Hayward and Lucy 
Samuel Stratton 

Elizabeth Stratton 
itichard Kaets 
.Ann Biscon 
Mary .Miles 
Ruth Miles 
Charles Miles , Capt . 
Zeruiah .Miles 
Samuel Miles , Ueac . 
.::,arah Miles 
John Miles 
Jacob Farrar 
Lydia Farrar 
Mary Breed 

630 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 

640 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 

650 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 

660 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 

670 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 

680 
81: 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
~~ 

89 

Mary Pre scott 
Timothy B . Mil e s 
Lydia Miles 
William Miles 
Oliver Miles 
Martha Miles 
Eliz-beth Miles 
Samu Meriam 
Abigail Meriam 
Samuel .Meriam 
Thomas Hartshorn 
Mary Hartshorn 
Ebenezer Hartshorn , Dr . 
Lucia Prescott 
John Prescott Lynde 
Dorothy Prescott 
John Prescott 
missing ( Pusch) 
Dorithy Stratton 
Nicholas Showually 
John Showually 
Mary Buss 
Nathaniel Buss 
William Buss 
Rachel Buss 
Peter Buss 
Elizabeth Dakin 
Joseph Billing 
Jean Billing 
Richard Parks , Lieut . 
Samuel Billing 
Mary Billings 
John Adams 
Margret Dean 
Daniel Dean , Lieut 
Jonathan Prescot , .Major 
Ann Prescott 
Elizabeth Prescott 
Elizabeth Prescott 
Willoughby Prescot t 
J.ehn Prescot t 
Jenat.han Prescott 
Samuel Prescott 
Prudence Munroe 
Mary Jones and Samuel J . 
Hepzibah Brown 
William Jones 
William Jones , General 
Samue l Jenes , Capt . 
Samuel Jene$ , Jr. 
Thomas Jones 
Martha Jones 
Martha Jones 
Bartholomew Jones and Silanc e 
John Jones , Ens . 
Mary Jones 
Thomas Jones , Capt . 
Ruth Jenes 
Samuel Jones 
James Jone s 



690 Anna Jones 
91 John Jones , Lieut . 
92 Hannah Cocksedge 
93 Ephraim- Jones 
94 Ruth Foot (Jones ) 
95 Ephraim Jones, Capt. 
96 William Cutler Jones 
97 Allice Jones 
98 Hannah Sparks 
99 Ephraim Jones, Capt. 

700 Alice Jones 
01 Daniel Holden 
02 Millesent Belden 
03 Samuel Potter, Jr. 
04 Elizabeth Potter 
05 Samuel Patter 
06 Peter Hubbard 
07 Thomas Hubburd 
08 Joseph Hubburd, Capt. 
09 Rebecca Hubbard 

710 Jonathan Hubbard 

~ private Small~ grounds: 
11 James Chandler - et al 
12 Sarah Potter - et al 
13 Sarah Hosmer and infant child 

Additional stones found by Donald Pusch in 1977 that had not been 
recorded by George T0lman in his 1873 survey: 

14 Edward Wright and Elizabeth 
15 Jonathan Blood 
16 Lydia Meriam 
17 Thomas Flint 
18 Jonas Potter and Sarah 
19 Samuel Hosmer and Ann 

720 Anna Meriam 
21 Aaron Wri:ght 
22 Joseph Wright and Rebecca 
23 Mary Buttrick 
24 William Cogswell and Betsy Buttrick 
25 Lydia Hosmer 
26 Nathaniel Billings 
27 Elnerson Cogswell 

To find these graves , start at the walk-in gate and turn to the left hand side 
and go all the way ~o the stone wall - west . Note that all stones face west. 
At this time in eur history the road went around this piece of land t • the north 
and west. Then ,,saunter up and down the rGws as best you can , ending by the 
stone wall facing Keyes Read and the Middlesex Bank . 
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INTERESTING GRAVES TO BE FOUND IN 
SLEEPY BOLLO\V CEMETERY 

Entering at the first gate from Bedford Street, the gray building to the left was the #2 
District School House in the mid 1800' s, now the office of the cemetery crew and 
tool house. 

i. Dunbar Lot grandparents of Henry David Thoreau: the original place of 
interment for Henry, John, Helen and their father, John Sr. In 1870' s all were 
removed to a family lot on Author" s Ridge 

'") George Minot: much admired farmer friend of H.D. Thoreau 
3. Perez Blood: Concord's amateur astronomer in 1800 's 
4. Alfred Hosmer: Concord's early photographer 
5. Prudence Ward: close friend of the Thoreau family; grandmother of Ellen Sewall , 

the girl to whom both Henry and John Thoreau proposed (but her father said 
"no") 

6. Capt. Artemus Wheeler: invented the first rotating cylinder for a gun in 1818 
which is now the Colt revolver 

7. Edward Nealey: nature and Indian lore enthusiast: liked to saunter with Thoreau; 
gravestone is an Indian mortar to serve as a birdbath 

8. Mrs. Walter Bush: first woman in the U.S.A. to be issued a driver's license (born 
Anne Rains ford French) 

9. Kathenne K. Davis: composer of the Christmas carol "Little Drummer Boy" 
10. Allen French: Concord historian and author 
11. Melvin Memorial Statue "Mourning Victory": famous sculpture by Daniel 

Chester French, honoring the three Melvin brothers who died serving their 
country in the Civil War 

12. Franklin Sanborn: teacher, reformer, civil rights leader, transcendentalist, friend 
of John Brown, and one of his "Secret Six" 

13. Rev. Grind.al Reynolds: minister of the First Parish Church, l 837-1857 
14. Judge Prescott Keyes: prominent citizen, one of the "Town Fathers" 
15. Harvey Wheeler: native son; owned the Boston Harness Co. of West Concord 

during World War I; left a large legacy to the town for educational purposes 
16. Daniel Chester French: Concord boy who became a world renowned sculptor; 

famous for the "Minute Man Statue" at the Old North Bridge, also the "Seated 
Lincoln" memorial in Washington, D. C. 

17. Rev. Benjamin Bulkeley: minister of the First Parish Church 1882-1893; 
descendent of Rev. Peter Bulkeley (first minister) 

ON AUTHOR'S RIDGE 

18. The Thoreau Family Lot: all six members ofHenry David 's family 
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19. Nathaniel Hawthorn Family: some of his family are buried elsewhere 
20 .. Amos Bronson Aicott Family: all six members together: Anna and her husband, 

John Pran, are in grave to the right rear 
21. William Ellery Channing: poet and transcendentalist 

. 22. John Shepherd Keyes: from an old Concord family, was instrumental in getting 
Sleepy Hollow Cemetery established 

23. Calvin and Edward Damon Family lot: owners ofDamondale Mill and great 
benefactors to the tovm, especially West Concord 

24. Ralph Waldo Emerson Family lot: his extended family of 22 people 
25. Mrs. Margaret Lothrop: (Margaret Sidney) wrote "Tne Five Little Peppers" series 
. of children ' s books ; lived in the Wayside 
26. Sarah Alden Bradford Ripley: remarkable lady for her talents and intelligence, 

admired by all; lived in the Old Manse 
2 7. Dr. Josiah Bartlett: town physician who attended all the famous Concord families 

during illnesses; a strong prohibitionist 
28. William Munroe, Sr.: first man in America to produce pencils ; gave money for 

building Concord' s first town library 
29. Ephraim Wales Bull: developed the Concord Grape in 1869 
30. William V{heildon: chairman of the Bunker Hill Monument Committee; lot is 

identified by four small Bunker Hill Monument replicas 
31. Mrs. Maria Holbrook: first burial in Sleepy Hollow, 1855 
32. Squire Hoar Family lot: "The Royal Family of Concord"; Ebenezer Rockwood 

Hoar, George Frisbee Hoar, Elizabeth Hoar, etc. 
33 . Rev. Barzillai Frost: minister of First Parish Church, 1837 to 1857 
34. Samuel Staples: friend of Thoreau, but also the sheriff who put Henry injaii for 

his civil disobedience 
35. Edmund Hosmer: highly respected farmer friend of Thoreau 
36. Rev. Dana McLean Greeley: minister of First Parish Church 1970 to 1986, 

president of the Unitarian Association, also president of the Unitarian-Universalist 
Association 

37. Elizabeth Palmer Peabody: sister of Sophia Hawthorn and Mary Mann; teacher, 
transcendentalist, editor of "The Dial"; also developed the Kindergarten system 
for schools in the U. S 

38. Ruth Robinson Wheeler: Concord historian and author 
39. Thomas Whitney Surette: founder of the Surette School of Music, famous 

summer school in Concord in eariy 1900' s; started the custom of Christmas Carol 
singing around the Concord Christmas Tree on Christmas Eve 

40. James Melvin: surviving brother of Civil War soldiers; commissioned Daniel 
French to do the Melvin Memorial statue "Mourning Victory" in their memory. 
Also here is John Melvin ' s body, which was packed in ice and sent home to 
Concord from Petersburg, Virginia 
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James Barrett 
James Barrett (Col.) 
Nathan Barrett 
Peter Barrett 
Stephen Barrett 
Thomas Barrett (Capt. ) 
Jotham Blood 
Asa Brooks (Lieut. ) 
Job Brooks 
Jonathan Brooks (Capt. ) 
Abishai Brown (Capt. ) 
David Brown (Capt. ) 
Jacob Brown 
Jacob Brown, Jr. 
Reuben Brown, Sr. 
Samuel Brown (Lieut. ) 
John Buttrick (Maj. ) 
John Buttrick Jr. 

Graves of Revolutionary Soldiers 
In Concord Cemeteries 

Old Hill Burying Ground 

Joseph Buttrick 
Samuel Buttrick 
Hugh Cargill 
Joseph Chandler (Lieut ) 
John Cuming (Col.) 
William Emerson (Capt. ) 
Edward Flint 
Jonas Heywood (Capt ) 
Jonathan Heywood, Jr 
Samuel Hosmer (Lieut. ) 
Thomas Hubbard (Capt.) 
Joseph Hunt (Capt.) 
Nehemiah Hunt 
Reuben Hunt (Lieut. ) 
Thaddeus Hunt (Lieut. ) 
Elisha Jones (Col. ) 
Silas Mann (Lieut. ) 
John Merriam 

Josiah Merriam 
Josiah Merriam (Sgt. ) 
Nathan Merriam 
Jonas Minott (Capt. ) 
Nathaniel Nutting 
William Nutting 
William Parkman 
John Stone (Capt. ) 
Joshua Stone 
David Wheeler (Lieut ) 
Ephraim Wheeler 
(Lieut. ) 
Francis Wheeler (Lieut ) 
Amos Wood (Col.) 
Aaron Wright 
Jonas Wright (Sgt. ) 

South Burying Ground 

Humphrey Barrett (Lieut.) Ephraim Jones (Cap.) 
Samuel Jones (Lieut. ) 
Charles Miles (Cap. ) 
Oliver Miles (Cap. ) 
Peter Wheeler 

Humphrey Barrett, Jr 
Silas Conant 
Josiah Heyward 
Daniel Holden 
Elijah Hosmer 
John Hosmer 

Joseph Adams 
Jonathan Curtis 
Nathaniel French 

Joseph Hosmer (Adjut. ) 

New Hill Burying Ground 

Sleepy Hollow Cemetery 

Raddit Jones 

Timothy Wheeler (Sgt. ) 

Ephraim Minot (Sgt. ) 
Ephraim Potter 

Nathan Stow (Ord Ser. ) 

From the z srf' Anniversary of the Concord Fight List of Graves of Revolutionary Soldiers to be marked 
by the Old North Bridge Society, Children of the American Revolution, 1925, 
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