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TIMELINE

The timeline in this park marks events since the receding of the 
glaciers from New England.  Archeological evidence indicates that 

indigenous people have lived in this place for at least 12,000 
years.  Prior to European settlement, indigenous people occupied 

this land for approximately 500 generations.  The earliest 
European families have been here for sixteen.

Each linear foot of the timeline represents 100 years.  Ten feet 
equals 1,000 years.  The timeline is 120 feet long, representing 

12,000 years.  The time between 2025 and the official founding of 
Concord in 1635 occupies about four feet of the timeline.  

American political history, which began with the April 19, 1775 
fight at North Bridge, constitutes the last two and one half feet of 

the timeline. 

    

CONCORD 250 MEMORIAL

Since the founding of our nation, not all Americans have enjoyed 
the full benefits of our nation’s pledge of liberty and justice for 

all. After the Declaration of Independence proclaimed all men are 
created equal, it took another 88 years to abolish African 

American slavery and another 100 years for segregation to be 
illegal.  Women waited and fought 144 years for the right to vote.  

Gay marriage was not legalized until 2015.

This memorial tells some of the untold stories of those Americans 
whose voices have not always been heard.  The struggle for social 

justice is told in the brief stories and echoed in the dialog 
between voices from the past and those of our own time.
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