
What is a Cultural District?





• Individuals – LCC and Artist Grants
• Experiences: Students, Touring Programs, Festivals
• Organizations
• Special Audiences – Youth, Building Equity (Tribal 

Culture, Card for Culture, Universal Participation)
• Facilities
• Places – Cultural Districts

Support and 
Funding



Program Goal: 
Boost Creative 
Economy



It’s a Place 

“Placemaking”



Placemaking



Key Aspects

Arts & Culture

PLACE





For who?
Residents & 
Visitors



How?
Local Identity & 
Assets



Why?

Quality of Life & 
Economic 
Impact



Where?
Defining the 
District

Walkable area
Cultural Facilities
“Sense of Place”
Cohesive vision





How?



Management



Projects



Administration



Inspiration

Central Square 
(Cambridge) 
Cultural District

Starlight Square



Inspiration

Lynn

Murals



Inspiration

New Bedford

Cultural Night



Inspiration

Hyannis

HyArts Artist 
Shanties



Inspiration

Rocky Neck 
Gloucester

Summer 
Culture Splash



Inspiration

Shelburne 
Falls

Iron Bridge 
Dinner



Inspiration

Winchester

Shore Road 
Sculpture Park



Inspiration

Springfield

Painted Piano



Inspiration

Greenfield

Web 
promotion



Inspiration

West Concord

• Poetry 
Phone

• Porchfest
• Brochure
• "Sizzle Reel"



Inspiration

West Concord

• Poetry 
Phone

• Porchfest
• Brochure
• "Sizzle Reel"



Inspiration

Concord Center

• Podcast
• Special Events 

"Call for 
Producers"

• Visitor Map



Prepared by Mimi Graney
Economic Vitality Manager, Town of Concord 

for the Concord Cultural Council

January, 2025
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